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17 Names for Rain  was commissioned by Music Northwest.

Program Notes

There is an apocryphal story that the Inuit have 50 names for snow.  I have often though that

Pacific Northwesterners had nearly as many names for rain.  In composing this piece, I set out

not to describe the types of rain themselves in the rhythms and pitches used, but to describe the

emotions the different types of rain bring to the minds of the people out in them, such as the

boredom of drizzle, the thrill of a thunderstorm, the relentlessness of buckets, the weirdness of

falling fog.

I could not, of course, portray all the names I know for rain, but I have included 17 here, along

with a few terms related to rain.  Some of the names are descriptive, and some are technical. 

Two lesser-known names include: Virga - rain that evaporates before hitting the ground, and

Petrichor - the wonderful smell when rain hits dry ground, especially noticeable in late spring and

early summer after light rains.

Performance Notes:

Piano Pedaling - please adhere to markings strictly.

String Harmonics - I don't care if they're natural or not, just play the pitch indicated

       x              Pitch approximate

        Portamento (slide) Slide for the entire length of the note attached

             Glissando (notes)

              Tremolo (strings) or Flutter Tongue (clarinet)

              Slap Pizz (strings) or Slap Tongue (Clarinet)

    

       tr=   "Color" trill - move lower key for a microtonal trill



&

&

?

&

?

48

48

48

48

48

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

.. ..

Clarinet

Violin

'Cello

Piano

Air Only, any fingering vary length of sound and silence

etc.

random lengths

rub strings with brush

col legno

col legno vary length of sound and silence

vary length of sound and silence

random pitches

random pitchesairy

airy

30 sec.

30 sec.

Fog

Fog

1

Ó
U

n F
¿
U

n

¿
U

Ó
U

1

Ó
U

Œ
n π

¿
U

n

¿
U

∑
U

1

Œ
U

n π
¿
U

n

¿
U

∑
U

n

¿

u

n

π

¿

U

n

π

¿

u

n

¿

U
n

¿

U

1

∑

Pedal thumps

add some airy pitch

gradually add and remove some bow hair

gradually add and remove some bow hair

20 sec.

20 sec.

random timing

pitch never above pp

‘

‘

‘

‘

Œ
U

p
¿

Œ
U

¿

3

17 Names for Rain
Sean Osborn

I. Fog - Falling Fog - Misting - Dripping
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Interlude III: Virga

Make large, elaborate gesture for upbeat, 

as if about to play, but don't play.  

End of Interlude.
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flutter tongue

as fast as possible
double and triple stops
of this chord

as fast as possible double and triple stops
of this chord

hand/fist clusters fast-ish random rhythm

forearm clusters
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